
MINUTES OF THE
MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

August 21, 2013
MAG Office, Saguaro Room

Phoenix, Arizona

MEMBERS ATTENDING

Mayor Scott Smith, Mesa, Chair
Mayor Michael LeVault, Youngtown, 
  Vice Chair
Vice Mayor Robin Barker, Apache Junction

# Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers, Avondale
Mayor Jackie Meck, Buckeye
Mayor David Schwan, Carefree

* Mayor Vincent Francia, Cave Creek
# Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, Chandler

Mayor Lana Mook, El Mirage
Mayor Tom Rankin, Florence

* Vice President Bernadine Burnette, Fort
  McDowell Yavapai Nation
Mayor Linda Kavanagh, Fountain Hills
Vice Mayor Chuck Turner for Mayor Steven
  Holt, Gila Bend

* Governor Gregory Mendoza, Gila River Indian
  Community
Mayor John Lewis, Gilbert
Mayor Jerry Weiers, Glendale
Mayor Georgia Lord, Goodyear

Mayor Rebecca Jimenez, Guadalupe 
# Mayor Thomas Schoaf, Litchfield Park

Mayor Christian Price, City of Maricopa
Supervisor Steve Chucri, Maricopa County

* Mayor Scott LeMarr, Paradise Valley
Councilmember Cathy Carlat, Peoria 

* Mayor Greg Stanton, Phoenix
Supervisor Todd House, Pinal County
Mayor Gail Barney, Queen Creek 

* President Diane Enos, Salt River 
   Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
Mayor W. J. “Jim” Lane, Scottsdale
Mayor Sharon Wolcott, Surprise
Mayor Mark Mitchell, Tempe

* Mayor Adolfo Gamez, Tolleson
* Mayor John Cook, Wickenburg

Victor Flores, State Transportation Board
Joseph La Rue, State Transportation Board
Roc Arnett, Citizens Transportation Oversight
    Committee

* Those members neither present nor represented by proxy.
# Attended by telephone conference call. + Attended by videoconference

1. Call to Order

The meeting of the MAG Regional Council was called to order by Chair Scott Smith at 11:30 a.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
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Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf, Mayor Jay Tibshraeny, and Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers joined the meeting
via teleconference. 

Chair Smith introduced a new member of the MAG Regional Council, Supervisor Todd House from
Pinal County. He presented Supervisor House with his membership certificate. Supervisor House was
applauded.

Chair Smith welcomed back to the Regional Council Mayor Rebecca Jimenez from the Town of
Guadalupe. Mayor Jimenez served on the Regional Council from 2007 to 2009. Mayor Jimenez
expressed that it was good to be back on the Regional Council.

Chair Smith introduced Vice Mayor Chuck Turner as proxy for Mayor Steve Holt, Gila Bend.

Chair Smith called on Mayor Barney, who introduced Queen Creek’s Vice Mayor Dawn Oliphant. She
was in the audience with Town Manager John Kross.

Chair Smith announced that on August 14, 2013, the Transportation Policy Committee recommended
approval of agenda items #5C, #5E, and #5F that were the Regional Council agenda.

Chair Smith requested that members of the public who would like to comment fill out a blue public
comment card for the Call to the Audience agenda item, or a yellow public comment card for Consent
Agenda items or items on the agenda for action. Transit tickets for those who purchased a transit ticket
to attend the meeting and parking validation were available from staff.

3. Call to the Audience

Chair Smith noted that the Call to the Audience provides an opportunity to members of the audience
who wish to speak on items not scheduled on the agenda that fall under the jurisdiction of MAG, or on
items on the agenda for discussion but not for action.  Citizens are requested to not exceed a three
minute time period for their comments.  A total of 15 minutes is provided for the Call to the Audience
agenda item, unless the Regional Council requests an exception to this limit.  Those wishing to comment
on agenda items posted for action will be provided the opportunity at the time the item is heard.

Chair Smith noted that no public comment cards had been received.

4. Executive Director’s Report

Dennis Smith, MAG Executive Director, reported on items of interest in the MAG region. Mr. Smith
first displayed the distressed properties maps as of March 2010 (63,000+ distressed properties) and June
2013 (11,000+ distressed properties). He noted that the distressed properties rate is now back to normal. 

Mr. Smith reported that October will be Domestic Violence Awareness month. He noted that domestic
violence calls are very costly to jurisdictions. Mr. Smith said that a calendar of activities and trainings
is being developed that will be distributed to local media and at the annual press conference in October.
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Mr. Smith stated that a Memorandum of Understanding: Research, Innovation, and Entrepreneurial
Agreement was developed through the MAG Economic Development Committee  and MAG Regional
Council. He stated that the Memorandum of Understanding was drafted in response to Arizona State
University (ASU) losing out on the award of a huge grant. Mr. Smith stated that the team ended up in
second place because they were the only application with no local government support. Mr. Smith stated
the Economic Development Committee discussed how to fix this and a memorandum of understanding
was developed that included all of the colleges in the region (ASU, University of Arizona, Northern
Arizona University, Thunderbird School of Global Management and Maricopa Community Colleges)
and MAG. With the Memorandum of Understanding, when the colleges need help from governmental
agencies, they come to MAG and present their project to the Economic Development Committee. The
cities that are interested can team up with the college, and this increases their chance of winning. Mr.
Smith stated that there will be a signing ceremony for the Memorandum of Understanding at the
September 26, 2013, Board of Regents meeting. He noted that the Economic Development Committee
Chair, Mayor Marie Lopez Rogers, will sign the Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of MAG.

Mr. Smith stated that the former President of Mexico, Vicente Fox, will be visiting the Valley on
September 12, 2013, to discuss trade, immigration, labor and relations.  Mr. Smith added that the event
is being sponsored by the City of Peoria. He stated that events include a forum led by Mrs. Cindy
McCain on human trafficking, a pastor’s luncheon (pastors and church leaders will join former President
Fox to discuss issues in connection with Hispanic communities), a press conference, and a VIP dinner.
Mr. Smith stated that inquiries about the events may be directed to Anthony Alejandro at the City of
Peoria.

Mr. Smith reported that under direction of the MAG Economic Development Committee, an effort is
underway to explore expanding the zone for a border crossing card to include all of Arizona instead of
the 75-mile limit for Tucson and 25-miles for the rest of Arizona. Mr. Smith reported that the New
Mexico Senate and House of Representatives passed a resolution recently to expand its border crossing
card zone to a 55-mile limit. Mr. Smith spoke of the newly emerging middle class in Mexico, and they
are willing to spend some of that money in Arizona.

Mr. Smith stated that for the15th year in a row, MAG has received the Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting for the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). He noted
that the award was presented to the MAG Fiscal Services Division by the Government Finance Officers
Association for the fiscal year 2012 CAFR. Mr. Smith congratulated  the MAG Fiscal Services Division
Manager Becky Kimbrough and her staff for their efforts on the CAFR.

Chair Smith asked if there was a champion in the Arizona State Legislature for expanding the zone for
border crossing cards. Mr. Smith replied that outreach had just begun with the Arizona Councils of
Governments. He added that this also would be important to Native American Indian communities and
MAG staff member Nathan Pryor had met with the southern tribes last week. Mr. Smith stated that it
could be taken to the Intertribal Council and the Legislature. 

Chair Smith asked the importance of the New Mexico action to expand the zone and added that the
Department of Homeland Security makes the determination. Mr. Smith replied that it would be
important to discuss the impacts on tourism with the Legislature. He indicated that analysis showed that
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Arizona loses approximately $1 billion per year due to the slow process encountered by those crossing
the border. 

Chair Smith stated that if any issue would garner bipartisan support, he thought it would be this.

5. Approval of Consent Agenda

Chair Smith noted that agenda items #5A, #5B, #5C, #5D, #5E, #5F, #5G, #5H, #5I, and #5J were on
the Consent Agenda.

Chair Smith asked members if they had questions or requests to hear a Consent Agenda item
individually. None were noted. No public comment cards were received. 

Chair Smith called for a motion to approve Consent Agenda items #5A, #5B, #5C, #5D, #5E, #5F, #5G,
#5H, #5I, and #5J.  Mayor Barney moved approval of the Consent Agenda. Vice Mayor Barker
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

5A. Approval of the June 19, 2013, Meeting Minutes

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the June 19, 2013, meeting minutes.

5B. Arizona Department of Transportation Red Letter Process

In June 1996, the MAG Regional Council approved the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT)
Red Letter process, which requires MAG member agencies to notify ADOT of potential development
activities in freeway alignments. Development activities include actions on plans, zoning and permits.
ADOT has forwarded a list of notifications from January 1, 2013, to June 30, 2013. Of the 192 notices
received, none had an impact to the State Highway System.

5C. Project Changes – Amendment and Administrative Modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program, FY 2014 Arterial Lifecycle Program, and Regional
Transportation Plan 2010 Update

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the amendments and administrative modifications
to the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program, and as appropriate, to
the FY 2014 Arterial Lifecycle Program and Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update. The FY
2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program and Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update
were approved by the MAG Regional Council on July 28, 2010, and have been modified twenty six
times, with the latest approval on June 19, 2013. Since then, there is a need to modify projects in the
programs. An administrative correction is pending approval by the Arizona Department of
Transportation and Federal Highway Administration. The requested project changes include Federal
Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Regional Area Road Funds, and locally
funded projects. Projects included in the request may require a conformity consultation. The project
changes were recommended for approval on August 1, 2013, by the MAG Transportation Review
Committee, on August 7, 2013, by the MAG Management Committee, and on August 14, 2013, by the
Transportation Policy Committee.
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5D. MAG Design Assistance for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Program

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the following projects for MAG Design Assistance
for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Program: Phoenix: Van Buren Corridor Bike & Pedestrian
Improvements for $70,000; Apache Junction: Winchester/16th Street/Southern Sidewalk Design for
$45,000; Tempe: Highline Canal Multi-Use Path for $65,000; Tempe: North South Rail Spur Multi-Use
Path for $65,000; Cave Creek: Shared Use Path Connector for $55,000. The FY 2014 MAG Unified
Planning Work Program and Annual Budget, approved by the MAG Regional Council in May 2013,
includes $300,000 for Design Assistance for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Program. In
accordance with federal law, any project which is not constructed after being designed with federal
transportation funds could be required to return the funds used for design to the Federal Highway
Administration. The Design Assistance Program allows MAG member agencies to apply for funding
for the preliminary design portion of a bicycle or pedestrian project. Eleven project applications were
submitted by member agencies for the program. Using the evaluation process from the MAG
Transportation Programming Guidebook, which was approved by the MAG Regional Council, the MAG
Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee reviewed and ranked the applications and voted to recommend five
projects for approval.  The five projects were recommended for approval on August 1, 2013, by the
MAG Transportation Review Committee and on August 7, 2013, by the MAG Management Committee. 

5E. MAG Federally Funded, Locally Sponsored Project Development Status Report

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the MAG Federally Funded, Locally Sponsored
Project Development Status Report, and of actions that defer, delete, advance, and change projects; and
of the necessary amendments and administrative modifications to the FY 2011-2015 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program, and as appropriate, to the Regional Transportation Plan 2010
Update. The MAG Federal Fund Programming Guidelines and Procedures, approved by the MAG
Regional Council on October 26, 2011, outline the requirements for local agencies to submit status
information on the development of their federally funded projects. The Project Development Status
Report focuses mainly on projects funded with Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
(CMAQ) funds that are programmed to obligate in Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2013, 2014, and 2015 and
the number of project deferrals. The Project Development Status workbook sent to member agencies
in the May/June timeframe required that a project development schedule be completed and that project
changes could be requested. Information submitted by local agencies was at times cross checked with
the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Local Government section for feasibility and further
inquiries were made by MAG staff. The Project Development Status Report identifies the projects
programmed to obligate in FY 2014 and 2015 that are requesting a deferral to a later year, requesting
to be deleted or have funds reprogrammed, and that are projected to obligate based on the schedule
submitted. The Project Development Status Report also is a final inventory for ADOT of the projects
programmed to obligate in FFY 2013. A separate agenda item lists individual project change line items
with the requested FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program and Regional
Transportation Plan 2010 Update amendments and modifications. The MAG Transportation Review
Committee recommended approval on August 1, 2013, the MAG Management Committee
recommended approval on August 7, 2013, and the Transportation Policy Committee recommended
approval on August 14, 2013.
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5F. FY 2013 Draft Transit Program of Projects for Federal Funds

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the FY 2013 MAG Transit Program of Projects and
amendments to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program, and as appropriate to
the Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update. The draft transit program of projects is utilized to
develop the grant for submittal to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  Upon approval by the
MAG Regional Council, the City of Phoenix (the region's designated and direct recipient of FTA funds)
will build the grant for submittal to FTA. MAG provides the concurrence on the grant application. FTA
has advised that they prefer the grant application to be submitted prior to the 2013 Federal Fiscal Year
ending September 30, 2013. A draft listing of projects was recommended for approval by the Transit
Committee on June 13, 2013.  Since then, there were a few modifications, which were included in the
draft list of projects. This draft list was recommended approval on August 1, 2013, by the MAG
Transportation Review Committee, on August 7, 2013, by the MAG Management Committee, and on
August 14, 2013, by the Transportation Policy Committee.

5G. Status of Remaining MAG Approved PM-10 Certified Street Sweeper Projects That Have Not
Requested Reimbursement

A status report was provided on the remaining PM-10 certified street sweeper projects that have received
approval, but have not requested reimbursement.  To assist MAG in reducing the amount of obligated
federal funds carried forward in the MAG Unified Planning Work Program and Annual Budget, MAG
is requesting that street sweepers be purchased and reimbursement be requested by the agency within
one year plus ten calendar days from the date of the MAG authorization letter.  

5H. Consultation on Proposed Transportation Conformity Processes for the 2014 MAG Conformity Analysis

Federal and state conformity regulations require that MAG consult with federal, state, and local air
quality and transportation agencies on proposed processes for the conformity analysis on the
Transportation Improvement Program and Plan. MAG is distributing for comment the proposed
processes to be applied beginning with the upcoming conformity analysis on the FY 2014-2018 MAG
Transportation Improvement Program and the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan.  Comments regarding
this material were requested by August 16, 2013.

5I. Conformity Consultation

The Maricopa Association of Governments is conducting consultation on a conformity assessment for
an amendment and administrative modification to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement
Program and Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update.  The amendment and administrative
modification involve several projects, including various projects for the Arizona Department of
Transportation, Avondale, Chandler, El Mirage, Gilbert, Glendale, Maricopa County, Mesa, Peoria,
Phoenix, Scottsdale, Surprise, and Tempe. The amendment includes projects that may be categorized
as exempt from conformity determinations.  The administrative modification includes minor project
revisions that do not require a conformity determination. 
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5J. MAG Annual Municipality Population Projections for July 1, 2013, through July 1, 2040

The MAG Regional Council, by consent, approved the MAG Annual Municipality Population
Projections for July 1, 2013, through July 1, 2040. In accordance with Executive Order 2011-04, MAG
prepares annual population projections by jurisdiction. A draft set of population projections for July 1,
2013, through July 1, 2040, was prepared utilizing the projections by Municipal Planning Area and
Regional Analysis Zone approved by the MAG Regional Council on June 19, 2013. The resulting
projections of population by jurisdiction for Maricopa County for July 1, 2013, to July 1, 2040, were
recommended for approval by the MAG Population Technical Advisory Committee on June 25, 2013,
and the MAG Management Committee on August 7, 2013. 

6. Continuum of Care Regional Committee on Homelessness Update

Brande Mead, staff member for the MAG Continuum of Care Regional Committee on Homelessness,
reported on the Continuum’s activities. She stated that the Continuum of Care Committee at MAG is
a true partnership between the cities and towns and non-profit service providers in the community. 

Ms. Mead thanked the MAG member agencies for their involvement and support in the area of
homelessness. She noted that cities and towns support MAG homeless planning through CDBG funding,
which is the single, stable funding source for homeless programs. Ms. Mead thanked Mayor Stanton,
who served as Chair of the Continuum from 2005 to 2008, and who has been a community champion
on this issue. She also noted the support of other officials who serve on the Continuum of Care
Committee: Councilmember Kevin Hartke, Chandler, Chair; Councilmember Thelda Williams, Phoenix,
incoming Vice Chair; Councilmember Shana Ellis, Tempe, former Chair; Councilmember Ian Hugh,
Glendale; Vice Mayor Joanne Osborne, Goodyear, outgoing Chair; and Rick Buss, Gila Bend Town
Manager, who was present in the audience.

Ms. Mead stated that municipalities partner with the MAG Continuum on multiple efforts, such as the
point in time count, the heat relief network, and Project Connect events, which link homeless individuals
and families to resources in the community.  Ms. Mead noted that Mayor Weiers recently hosted a
Project Connect event in Glendale.  She added that other Project Connect Events are taking place this
year are in  Avondale, Buckeye, Chandler, El Mirage, Mesa, Phoenix, and Tempe.

Ms. Mead stated that the MAG Continuum of Care has been engaged with the issue of homelessness
since 1987 through a homeless task force which developed the first Regional Report on Homelessness. 
She reported that MAG took on the responsibility of coordinating the Continuum of Care in 1999.  Ms.
Mead stated that the committee is at the directive of federal requirements through HUD’s Continuum
of Care program. She noted that its membership and many of its initiatives are in direct response to
federal regulations.  She commented that the revisions to the Committee Operating Policies and
Procedures to be considered under agenda item #8 would provide for the Continuum to have co-chairs
– an elected official and a non-profit provider representative.  Ms. Mead reported that the committee was
designated by HUD as a priority community in 2011, due to its successes and impact leading national
efforts on ending homelessness. 

-7-



Ms. Mead stated that annual funding has grown from $7 million in 1999 to $25 million in 2012, and this
region has received a total of $269 million in competitive homeless assistance funding. Through
leveraged funding the MAG Continuum now has more than 50 programs that provide housing and
support services for homeless individuals and families. Ms. Mead stated that the MAG Continuum is
in the top ten percent of the 400 continua of care in the United States.

Ms. Mead stated that the MAG Continuum’s major areas of focus include overseeing the HUD housing
and support service programs for homeless individuals and families, coordinating the annual point in
time count across the region to quantify the number of people who are homeless and to better understand
homelessness in the region, and coordinating the heat relief network, to prevent heat related deaths
through hydration and refuge locations across the region. Ms. Mead added that the heat relief network
has tripled the number of partners since its inception in 2006.  Ms. Mead stated that the committee is
in the process of completely changing the homeless delivery system in the community through the
development of a Coordinated Assessment.

Ms. Mead stated that in 2009, Congress passed legislation, the HEARTH Act (Homeless Emergency
Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing), reauthorizing the HUD homeless assistance program. The
HEARTH Act establishes an ambitious federal goal of ensuring that individuals and families who
become homeless return to permanent housing within 30 days. At the same time, the first ever federal
plan to end homelessness was developed. It set 2015 as the target to end veteran and chronic
homelessness, and 2020 as the goal to end homelessness among families. 

Ms. Mead reported that to meet HEARTH requirements, the MAG Continuum is realigning its
governance structure, developing a coordinated assessment system that will quickly and effectively
house people in a way that is focused on the needs of the client, and moving to a system that uses data
to make decisions about funding and effectiveness of programs.  Ms. Mead stated that there has been
a complete shift in philosophy, sparked by national research, in how continua should be responding to
homelessness.  The focus is on rapidly housing people in permanent solutions and providing them with
the support they need to remain housed. 

 
Ms. Mead stated that because MAG Continuum programs alone cannot end homelessness, they are
leveraging opportunities though other community initiatives such as Mayor Stanton’s Advisory Council
on Homelessness and a federal initiative called “Dedicating Opportunities to End Homelessness.” The
MAG Continuum is partnering with the Veteran’s Administration, the Arizona Coalition to End
Homelessness, and others on best practices toward ending homelessness among veterans. Ms. Mead
advised that the investments have made a difference: homelessness has decreased by nine percent in
Maricopa County; chronic homelessness has decreased by seven percent; and homelessness of U.S.
veterans has decreased by 50 percent.  

Ms. Mead stated that the MAG Continuum is also exceeding national housing goals, with 83 percent
of people placed in permanent housing retaining housing for a year or more, and 75 percent of people
placed in transitional housing are moving to permanent housing. Ms. Mead stated that there are many
opportunities to become involved with the MAG Continuum of Care, such as the annual point in time
count, the heat relief network, or by hosting Project Connect events. 
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Chair Smith thanked Ms. Mead for her report and asked if there were questions.

Mayor Kavanagh asked if the MAG Continuum also partnered to help people find jobs or health care.
Ms. Mead replied yes, and noted that there are significant partnerships with workforce development
groups that provide job and vocational training. She remarked that health care is a challenge they are
working on, and they have identified partners for further exploration.

Mayor Mook stated that she was gratified to see a 50 percent reduction in the number of homeless
veterans and asked if this could be attributed to a particular reason. Ms. Mead replied that there has been
a strategic effort called H3 Vets. She said that H3 Vets conducted a survey two years ago to identify the
most  chronically homeless veterans and they set goals to house the most vulnerable. Ms. Mead reported
that more than 200 of these homeless veterans have been housed and work continues to house even more
homeless veterans.

Chair Smith noted that he had toured the Central Arizona Shelter Services (CASS) shelter in downtown
Phoenix with Mayor Stanton. He said that one of the discussions was how to involve the entire region,
because homelessness is a regional issue. Chair Smith stated that the way to meet this problem head on
is to not build any more shelters. He stated that homelessness is about housing and is something all
jurisdictions can participate in. Chair Smith said that some communities have reuse of buildings. He said
that a future tour in which Regional Council members, staff, and others could see sustainable housing
projects that are effective in long-term solutions might be of interest. Chair Smith stated once people
are off the streets and into housing, then you can work on job training and medical care. He said that one
of the goals he would like to work on is getting each community involved in providing sustainable
housing in their community. Chair Smith stated that every community has homeless – people of any
income can lose their job, have a home one day and the next day they do not. He said that he would like
to work on ways that everyone can commit in housing, not sheltering, which is part of the long term
solution. Chair Smith stated that he was glad to see the program geared toward housing, not shelters. He
added that the Regional Council would be hearing more about this as a regional activity.

7. Year End Closeout Report Update on Federal Fiscal Year 2013 Funds

Teri Kennedy, MAG staff, reported on the closeout of the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2013 federal funds.
Ms. Kennedy said that she would be providing an update on the projects approved by the Regional
Council in January and February 2013 and would be presenting a recommended proposal to address
outstanding Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funding at risk for FFY 2013. Ms. Kennedy
noted that the due date for FHWA transfers is August 22, 2013, not August 30, 2013, as noted in the
agenda material.

Ms. Kennedy first addressed Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) projects
(bicycle, pedestrian, paving unpaved roads, and intelligent transportation systems). She reported that the
Regional Council has already approved the maximum federal amount for all CMAQ funded projects that
could authorize in FFY 2013. Ms. Kennedy stated that deferrals of seven projects and cancellations of
ten projects were requested. She added that additional federal funds were also received due to project
cost savings.
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Ms. Kennedy then addressed FFY 2013 Surface Transportation Program (STP) projects, which are
typically Arterial Lifecycle Program (ALCP) projects. She said that funding was advanced to those
projects eligible for federal funding. Ms. Kennedy stated that the federal funding at risk was
approximately $4.2 million as of July 28, 2013, which is a great improvement over past years. Ms.
Kennedy stated that the goal is to fully utilize the funds. She noted that next year, these funds cannot be
carried over and must be used or they will be swept by ADOT, per its new policy. Ms. Kennedy also
noted that any unauthorized funds are subject to federal rescission.

Ms. Kennedy stated that to ensure that all MAG regional FHWA funding is fully utilized each year and
to minimize the risk of the region losing federal  funding, it is proposed to include an early advancement
of CMAQ funds to the Mesa Main Street: Mesa Drive to Gilbert Road light rail extension in the amount
of $3.9 million. She noted that the advancement will address the MAG region’s unused FFY2013 federal
funds, reduce debt service costs on the overall project, and improve the year-to-year funding balance of
the Arterial Life Cycle Program. Ms. Kennedy stated that if inflation is reinstated to reimbursements in
the future, it could result in $237,000 in cost savings to the ALCP.

Chair Smith thanked Ms. Kennedy for her report and asked if there were questions.

Mr. Arnett moved approval to proceed with the FFY 2013 Federal funding advancement of $3.9 million
of CMAQ funding for the Mesa Main Street: Mesa Drive to Gilbert Road light rail extension project,
and of amendments to the FY 2011-2015 MAG Transportation Improvement Program, FY 2014 Arterial
Lifecycle Program, and Regional Transportation Plan 2010 Update. Vice Mayor Barker seconded.

Chair Smith asked if there was discussion of the motion.

Mayor Lewis expressed that the Town of Gilbert strongly supports this action. He said that even though
the light rail route does not extend into his town, it provides a mechanism for east/west movement.

Mr. Smith stated that additional information could be received from ADOT between now and August
22; and staff will need flexibility to spend any funds on the table.

With no further discussion, the vote on the motion passed unanimously.

8. Amendment to the MAG Committee Operating Policies and Procedures

Denise McClafferty, MAG staff, reported on recommended changes to the MAG Committee Operating
Policies and Procedures.  She said that on May 13, 2013, the MAG Executive Committee requested that
the Executive Committee Governance Subcommittee meet to discuss changes to the MAG Committee
Operating Policies and Procedures to provide for new MAG members that were added as a result of
changes to the MAG Planning Area Boundary.  Ms. McClafferty stated that the Governance
Subcommittee discussed and proposed changes at the June 7, 2013, meeting. On August 12, 2013, the
MAG Regional Council Executive Committee recommended that the draft revised MAG Committee
Operating Policies and Procedures be forwarded to the Regional Council.  

 Ms. McClafferty stated that changes were proposed to quorum requirements for MAG committees, with
the exception of the Regional Council and the Executive Committee. She then reviewed the proposed
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changes that were included in the material sent with the agenda packet, including changes to the
Nominating Process regarding balance, to the composition of the Transportation Policy Committee and
the Economic Development Committee, and establishing co-chairs for the Continuum of Care
Committee on Homelessness. Ms. McClafferty pointed out that the last sentence on page four, Section
3.10 through 5.10 Quorum, should read, “In no event may the quorum consist of less than one-third of
the voting members of the Committee.” 

Ms. McClafferty stated that changes to the Weighted Voting section of the  Policies and Procedures were
made to mirror the MAG By-Laws, identifying what Pinal County members can vote on.

Chair Smith thanked Ms. McClafferty for her report and asked if there were questions. None were noted.

Vice Chair LeVault moved approval of the revisions to the MAG Committee Operating Policies and
Procedures. Mayor Mitchell seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

9. Appointments of the MAG Economic Development Committee Member Agency Positions

Ms. McClafferty stated that the terms of the member agency positions on the Economic Development
Committee (EDC) have one-year terms with possible reappointment by recommendation of the
Executive Committee and approval of the MAG Regional Council.  She noted that this year, there are
two vacant seats: one East Valley seat and one West Valley seat. Ms. McClafferty stated that one letter
was received for the West Valley seat, from Mayor Schoaf, and three letters were received for the East
Valley seat, from Vice Mayor Barker, Mayor Kavanagh, and Mayor Lane.

Ms. McClafferty stated that on August 12, 2013, the MAG Regional Council Executive Committee
recommended Mayor Schoaf be appointed to the West Valley seat and to forward all three letters of
interest for the East Valley seat to the Regional Council.  Ms. McClafferty noted that in the interim,
Mayor Kavanagh and Vice Mayor Barker withdrew their letters of interest and Mayor Kavanagh
expressed support for Mayor Lane.

Chair Smith thanked Ms. McClafferty for her report and asked if there were questions. None were noted.

Mayor Mook moved approval of the appointments of the Economic Development Committee (EDC)
member agency positions, with Mayor Schoaf being appointed to the West Valley seat and Mayor Lane
being appointed to the East Valley seat. Vice Mayor Barker seconded, and the motion passed
unanimously.

10. Update on the MAG 2012 Five Percent Plan for PM-10 and Exceptional Events

Lindy Bauer, MAG Environmental Programs Director, provided an update on the MAG 2012 Five
Percent Plan for PM-10 and exceptional events. She stated that on May 23, 2012, the MAG Regional
Council adopted the MAG 2012 Five Percent Plan. Ms. Bauer stated that the EPA completeness
determination on the plan on July 20, 2012, stopped the 18-month and 24-month sanctions clocks. On
April 19, 2013, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed approval of several statutes for
measures in the plan. Ms. Bauer reported that on April 30, 2013, the Arizona Center for Law in the
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Public Interest filed a lawsuit against EPA for not taking action on the plan in time, which was supposed
to have taken place February 14, 2013. 

Ms. Bauer stated that a major milestone was reached on July 1, 2013, when EPA completed its review
of the 2011-2012 exceptional events documentation, and it concurred with 17 of the 18 packages
submitted by ADEQ. Chair Smith asked about the 18th package. Ms. Bauer noted that EPA took no
action on this package.

Ms. Bauer stated that with the EPA action, the exceedances will not count against the MAG region. Ms.
Bauer stated that the region needs three years of clean data for EPA to find that the standard has been
met.

Ms. Bauer stated that 2010 was a clean year with no violations of the standard, but in 2011 and 2012,
dust storms and haboobs occurred one right after the other. She noted that providing the documentation
required by the EPA to prove the exceedances were not manmade is costly and is very resource
intensive. Ms. Bauer noted that as of August 21, 2013, the cost to the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality (ADEQ) for staff to prepare the technical support documentation has totaled
$550,000.  She stated that additional documentation will be required for the three exceedances that have
occurred in 2013 and MAG has offered is assistance to ADEQ.

Ms. Bauer reviewed next steps. She said that EPA is continuing to review the plan in light of these
exceptional event approvals.  There were no violations of the PM-10 standard in 2010, 2011, and 2012.
Ms. Bauer noted that EPA needs to take approval action on the Five Percent Plan to avoid the imposition
of a federal implementation plan. She noted the lawsuit by the Arizona Center for Law in the Public
Interest is asking for federal implementation since EPA failed to take action on time.

Ms. Bauer stated that the EPA Exceptional Events Process is still flawed and needs to be  streamlined
– too much documentation is required, it is too expensive and time consuming. She advised that EPA
intends to revise the Exceptional Events Rule and added that EPA, after review of MAG’s exceptional
events documentation, informally said that further streamlining is possible. Ms. Bauer added that EPA
will seek comments on revisions to the Exceptional Events Rule and intends to hold listening sessions.
Ms. Bauer stated that MAG staff will follow this closely and will submit comments if necessary. 

Ms. Bauer expressed appreciation to the Regional Council for approving $90,000 for the Maricopa
County Air Quality Department to provide near-real-time monitor data on the County website.  She said
that Maricopa County issued rapid response notifications, city and town staff greatly increased their
efforts, and the private sector played a big part in preventing exceedances of the PM-10 standard. Ms.
Bauer noted that Maricopa County has won awards for its program. 

Chair Smith thanked Ms. Bauer for her report and for staying on top of this issue.

Mr. Smith stated that the process appears to go smoothly, but he wanted to extend his appreciation to
Chair Smith, who took on a lot of the negotiations and dealt with EPA on a national level. Mr. Smith
requested the assistance of the MAG member agencies regarding changes to the Exceptional Events
Rule.
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Chair Smith stated that at a meeting with EPA regarding reporting requirements, he noted to the EPA
that it could accept a two-inch thick report (which could cost hundreds of hours of staff time to produce
and review) as documentation that the dust storm was not manmade, or they could just look at the photo.
He noted that the visual of the dust storm helped make the point how impossible the regulations are.
Chair Smith stated that another problem is that the exceptional events standards are exactly the same
across the country – the standard for Pennsylvania or New York where they do not have dust is the same
as for Arizona. Chair Smith stated that MAG is trying to change the requirements to a regional basis. 
He noted that Las Vegas and the Central Valley of California also have the same problem as the MAG
region.

11. Legislative Update

No report was required.

12. Request for Future Agenda Items

Topics or issues of interest that the Regional Council would like to have considered for discussion at
a future meeting were requested.

No requests were noted.

13. Comments from the Council

An opportunity was provided for Regional Council members to present a brief summary of current
events. The Regional Council is not allowed to propose, discuss, deliberate or take action at the meeting
on any matter in the summary, unless the specific matter is properly noticed for legal action. 

Supervisor House expressed that Pinal County is happy to be a part of MAG and contribute to its
mission.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

______________________________________
Chair

____________________________________
Secretary
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